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father. The horse soon found a purchaser, and while
the two were inside drinking the luck-penny the wizard
came along and saw the horse. He knew at once that
it was not an ordinary one, so he also went inside, and
offered the purchaser far more than he had paid for it, so
the latter sold it to him,
The first thing the wizard now did was to lead the
horse away to a smith to get a red-hot nail driven into
its mouth, because after that it could not change its shape
again, "When the horse saw this it changed itself to a
doye, and flew up into the air. The wizard at once
changed himself into a hawk, and flew up after it. The
dove now turned into a gold ring, and fell into a girl's lap.
The hawk now turned into a man, and offered the girl a
great sum of money for the gold ring, but she would not
part with it, seeing that it had fallen down to her, as
it were, from Heaven. However, the wizard kept on
offering her more and more for it, until at last the gold
ring grew frightened, and changed itself into a grain of
barley, which fell on the ground. The man then turned
into a hen, and began to search for the grain of barley, but
this again changed itself to a pole-cat, and took off the
hen's head with a single snap.
The wizard was now dead, the pole-cat put on human
shape, and the youth afterwards married the girl, and
from that time forward let all his xnagic arts alone.